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(57) ABSTRACT

A gas turbine combustion chamber is provided including a
pilot fuel nozzle arranged in the central section of a cylinder
that opens at one end towards a combustion chamber. The
pilot fuel nozzle includes a fuel nozzle and a cylindrical outer
casing around the outer circumference of the fuel nozzle. A
pilot swirl element is arranged between fuel nozzle and outer
casing, including a plurality of main burners which are
arranged around the pilot fuel nozzle, and including a pilot
cone having an inner side and an outer side. The pilot cone is
arranged on the pilot fuel nozzle and an opening, such that a
pilot flame is formed in the pilot cone by mixing air and pilot
fuel in order to ignite a fuel injected by the main burners,
wherein the pilot cone has turbulence generators on the inner
side and/or outer side thereof.

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
GAS TURBINE COMBUSTION CHAMBER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is the US National Stage of International
Application No. PCT/EP2011/059901, filed Jun. 15, 2011
and claims the benefit thereof. The International Application
claims the benefits of European Patent Office application No.
10171601.7 EP filed Aug. 2, 2010. All of the applications are
incorporated by reference herein in their entirety.

FIELD OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to a gas turbine combustion
chamber as claimed in the claims.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

A gas turbine combustion chamber in which premixed
combustion takes place is provided with a pilot burner for
combustion in addition to the main burners for premixed
combustion. The pilot burner serves to stabilize the combus-
tion. The diffusion flame or premixed flame produced by the
pilot is used as the pilot flame for the main burner in order to
produce a more fuel-rich flame, which stabilizes the combus-
tion. If necessary, a pilot burner can have a cone at the outlet,
which facilitates the stabilization of the pilot flame. In such a
gas turbine combustion chamber the main burners are
arranged at regular intervals around the pilot burner. High
performance of such a gas turbine combustion chamber
demands high turbine inlet temperatures which result from a
high flame temperature. With regard to the development of
CO and NOx values, it is necessary to maintain the flame
temperature and the dwell time of the gas in the combustion
chamber within a permissible range.

The high temperatures in the gas turbine demand a high
flame temperature, which also have an effect on the NOx
values and increase these values. However, in order to main-
tain the NOx values within the permissible range, the mean
flame temperature in the combustion chamber should be
minimized to a permissible value that is adapted to the effi-
ciency, with respect to the developed NOx values. In addition,
it would be necessary to reduce the dwell time of the gas in the
combustion chamber, for example by means of a shortened
combustion chamber.

However, for low NOx values it is likewise necessary to
achieve low CO values. However, the CO values increase at a
flame temperature of below 1300° C. Locally restricted vol-
umes in the combustion chamber in which temperatures fall
below this lower temperature limit can also have a dominant
effect on increased emissions of CO. In order to keep COto a
low value, good intermixing is necessary. However, for this it
is necessary to increase the dwell time or the mixing length of
the gas in the combustion chamber, for example by lengthen-
ing the combustion chamber. However, this is in contradiction
to a shortening of the dwell time for reduction of the NOx
values.

Furthermore, however, in order to maintain the NOx values
within the permissible range, measures could be taken, for
example preheating or even reducing the compressed air
which is fed to the combustion chamber, or even moditying
the supply system, at least partially, in order to direct it around
the combustion chamber. This would, however, have a detri-
mental effect on the operation of the turbine under base load.
In addition, manufacturing costs would increase as a result.
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Moreover, the availability of the machine could be restricted,
which likewise would be a serious disadvantage.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The object of the present invention is therefore to state a gas
turbine combustion chamber which can be operated at an
increased flame temperature and thus improved efficiency
and without the disadvantages described above.

The problem is achieved with a gas turbine combustion
chamber as claimed in the claims. The further subclaims
contain advantageous embodiments of the invention.

Due to the turbulence generators, in particular on the inner
side and/or the outer side of the pilot cone, improved inter-
mixing between the pilot mixture developed in the pilot cone
and the main mixture produced via the main burner, is
obtained downstream of the pilot cone Improved combustion
of the resulting pilot/main mixture is therefore produced
downstream of the pilot cone. As a result, a reduction of the
dwell time and a shortening of the mixing length of the gas in
the combustion chamber is possible without increasing the
CO values. Consequently, low NOx values are achieved even
athigh flame temperatures. As a result, measures for reducing
NOx values can be dispensed with. Moreover, due to the
reduction of cold, locally limited volumes in the combustion
chamber, the stable operating range can be extended to a
lower mean temperature with low CO emissions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further advantages, features and characteristics of the
present invention are described in further detail below with
the aid of exemplary embodiments with reference to the
accompanying figures. In this case the features of the exem-
plary embodiments can be advantageous individually or in
combination with each other.

FIG. 1 shows a schematic, longitudinal section through a
gas turbine combustion chamber according to the prior art.

FIG. 2 shows a schematic, cross-section perpendicular to
the longitudinal section, through a gas turbine combustion
chamber according to the prior art.

FIG. 3 shows a schematic, side view of the inventive pilot
cone in a first exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 4 shows a schematic, cross-section perpendicular to
the longitudinal section, through the inventive gas turbine
combustion chamber of the first exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 5 shows a schematic, side view of an inventive pilot
cone in a second exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 6 shows a schematic, side view of an inventive pilot
cone in a third exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 7 shows a schematic, cross-section perpendicular to
the longitudinal section, through the inventive gas turbine
combustion chamber of the third exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 8 shows a schematic, longitudinal section through an
inventive gas turbine combustion chamber in a fourth exem-
plary embodiment.

FIG. 9 shows a schematic, cross-section perpendicular to
the longitudinal section, through an inventive gas turbine
combustion chamber in a fifth exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION

FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 show a gas turbine combustion chamber
according to the prior art. Here the gas turbine combustion
chamber has a pilot fuel nozzle which is arranged in the
central section of acylinder 2. The cylinder 2 opens at one end
towards a combustion chamber (not shown). The pilot fuel
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nozzle contains a fuel nozzle 1 and a cylindrical outer casing
9 around the outer circumference of the fuel nozzle 1 and ata
radial distance therefrom. A pilot swirl element 5 is arranged
between fuel nozzle 1 and outer casing 9. A pilot cone 4 with
inner side 11 and outer side 12 is arranged on the pilot fuel
nozzle at the combustion chamber end. The pilot cone 4 has
an opening 6 inside the front area of the cylinder 2. A plurality
of' main burners is arranged around the pilot fuel nozzle with
respect to the radial direction. Each main burner has a main
nozzle 7 and an outer cylinder 20 arranged with a gap around
the outer circumference of the relevant main nozzle 7. In
addition, main swirl elements 21 are arranged in the gap. By
mixing fuel with air, such a main burner produces a main
mixture which is ejected by the main burner towards the
combustion chamber (not shown).

Due to the mixing of air and pilot fuel, a mixed pilot flame
(pilot mixture) is developed in the pilot cone 4, so that the fuel
present in the mixture coming from the main burners is
ignited and therefore the mixture (main mixture) coming
from the main burner is combusted.

FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 now show a first exemplary embodiment
of'the invention. In order to improve the intermixing between
the fuel-rich pilot mixture flowing out from the pilot cone 4
towards the combustion chamber and the fuel-lean main mix-
ture coming from the main burner, turbulence generators in
the form of projections are placed on the inner side 11 of the
pilot cone 4 (FIG. 3 and FIG. 4). These are predominantly
located in the area of the opening 6 of the pilot cone 4. The
projections 30 can also be placed on the outer side 12 of the
pilot cone 4 (not shown). In this case the projections 30 are
preferably placed at regular intervals over the entire circum-
ference of the opening 6 of the pilot cone 4 (FIG. 4). Dimples
or depressions (not shown) can also be inserted instead of the
projections 30. The turbulence generators produce better
intermixing and therefore improved CO values. As a result,
good NOx values are obtained with high flame temperatures,
even with a short dwell time and a short mixing length of the
combustion gas in the combustion chamber (not shown).
Other measures for reducing the NOx values can therefore be
dispensed with. As a result there is no longer any impairment
of the operation, for example in base load.

FIG. 5 now shows a second exemplary embodiment of the
invention. Here a single strip ring 33 is provided as turbulence
generator, which is arranged over the entire circumference of
the outer side 12 in the area of the opening 6 of the pilot cone
4. Alternately (not shown), strips can also be provided and
arranged at a distance from each other over the circumference
of the outer side 12 in the area of the opening 6 of the pilot
cone 4. The strip ring 33 is arranged at an angle of between
30° C. and 60° C. to the outer side 12 of the pilot cone 4.
Likewise, the strips (not shown) can be arranged at such an
angle. This results in particularly good intermixing of the
pilot mixture and main mixture and therefore particularly
good combustion.

FIG. 6 and FIG. 7 now show a third exemplary embodiment
of'the invention. Here the turbulence generators are embodied
as trapezoidal strips 35 which are arranged at the opening 6
over the entire circumference of the opening 6, with the
trapezoidal strips 35 being alternately arranged at an angle of
-/430° C. on the pilot cone 4. The intermixing of the pilot
mixture and main mixture can also be significantly enhanced
in this way.

Turbulence generators can also be blades, corners or
prisms with a sharp, straight edge, which are arranged (not
shown) at a predetermined angle over the entire circumfer-
ence of the opening 6 of the pilot cone 4. In this case the sharp
edge faces the combustion chamber (not shown). Such blades
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can likewise be arranged alternately at different angles (not
shown), in particular, at an angle of +/-30° C., on the pilot
cone 4.

FIG. 8 shows a further exemplary embodiment of an inven-
tive gas turbine combustion chamber. The gas turbine com-
bustion chamber has an axial direction A. Each of the main
burners has in addition main nozzles 7 and an outer cylinder
20 arranged with a gap around the outer circumference of the
relevant main nozzle 7. Moreover, extension tubes 230 are
embodied so that they extend the openings of the outer cyl-
inder 20, that is to say the extension tubes 230 have a radial
taper and widen out in the circumferential direction, so that
each extension tube 230 merges into the adjacent extension
tube 230. This results in an annular main nozzle opening 240.
The annular main nozzle opening 240 is extended in the axial
direction A up to the opening 6 of the pilot cone 4. Here
turbulence generators, for example projections 30, are
arranged on the inner side 11 of the annular main nozzle
opening 240. In addition, turbulence generators are placed on
the inner side 11 and/or the outer side 12 of the pilot cone 4.
This produces better intermixing and therefore improved CO
values compared to such a gas turbine configuration without
turbulence generators.

FIG. 9 shows a fifth example of an inventive gas turbine
combustion chamber. This has an axial direction A. Each of
the main burners has main nozzles 7 and an outer cylinder 20
(FIG. 8) arranged with a gap around the outer circumference
of the relevant main nozzle 7. There are extension tubes 250
with an outlet opening at the combustion chamber end, which
are embodied in such a way that they extend the opening of
the outer cylinder 20 (FIG. 8) in the axial direction A up to the
opening 6 of the pilot cone 4. In this case, turbulence genera-
tors, for example projections 30, are arranged on an inner side
260 of the extension tubes 250 in the area of the outlet opening
of'the extension tubes 250. In addition, turbulence generators
are located on the inner side 11 and/or outer side 12 of the
pilot cone 4. This produces better intermixing and therefore
improved CO values compared to such a gas turbine configu-
ration without turbulence generators.

The invention claimed is:

1. A gas turbine combustion chamber comprising:

apilot fuel nozzle arranged in a central section of a cylinder

which opens at one end towards a combustion chamber,

the pilot fuel nozzle comprises:
a fuel nozzle and a cylindrical outer casing around the
outer circumference of the fuel nozzle and at a radial
distance therefrom,
a pilot swirl element arranged between fuel nozzle and
outer casing; and
a pilot cone having an inner side and an outer side,
wherein a plurality of main burners are arranged around the
pilot fuel nozzle with respect to the radial direction,

wherein the pilot cone is arranged on the pilot fuel nozzle
at a combustion chamber end and having an opening at
the combustion chamber end, such that a pilot flame is
formed in the pilot cone by mixing air and pilot fuel in
order to ignite a fuel injected by the plurality of main
burners,

wherein the pilot cone includes a plurality of turbulence

generators on its inner side and/or its outer side,

wherein the plurality of turbulence generators are trapezoi-
dal and/or triangular strips which are arranged at an
opening of the pilot cone over the entire circumference
of the opening of the pilot cone, and

wherein the trapezoidal and/or triangular strips are

arranged on the pilot cone alternately at an angle of

+/-30°.
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2. The gas turbine combustion chamber as claimed in claim

wherein the gas turbine combustion chamber has an axial
direction and each main burner includes a plurality of
main nozzles and an outer cylinder arranged with a gap
around the outer circumference of the respective main
nozzle,

wherein a plurality of extension tubes are embodied in such
away thatthey extend a plurality of openings of the outer
cylinder, whereby the plurality of extension tubes have a
radial taper and widen out in the circumferential direc-
tion, so that each extension tube merges into the adjacent
extension tube, so as to produce an annular main nozzle
opening which is extended in the axial direction up to the
opening of the pilot cone, and

wherein the plurality of turbulence generators are arranged
on the inner side of the annular main nozzle opening.

3. The gas turbine combustion chamber as claimed in claim

wherein the gas turbine combustion chamber has an axial
direction and each main burner includes a plurality of
main nozzles and an outer cylinder arranged with a gap
around the outer circumference of the respective main
nozzle, and

wherein a plurality of extension tubes are embodied with
anoutlet opening at the combustion chamber end in such
away that they extend the openings of the outer cylinder
in the axial direction up to the opening of the pilot cone,
and

wherein a plurality of turbulence generators are arranged
on one inner side of the extension tubes in the area of the
outlet opening.

4. A gas turbine combustion chamber, comprising:

a pilot fuel nozzle which is arranged in the central section
of'a cylinder, which opens at one end towards a combus-
tion chamber, comprising:

a fuel nozzle and a cylindrical casing around the outer
circumference of the fuel nozzle and at a radial dis-
tance therefrom,

apilot swirl element is arranged between fuel nozzle and
outer casing,

apilot cone having an inner side and outer side, wherein the
pilot cone is arranged on the pilot fuel nozzle at the
combustion chamber end and having an opening at the
combustion chamber end, so that a pilot flame is formed
in the pilot cone by mixing air and pilot fuel in order to
ignite a fuel injected by the main burners,

wherein a plurality of main burners are arranged around the
pilot fuel nozzle with respect to the radial direction,
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wherein the pilot cone includes a plurality of turbulence
generators on its inner side and/or outer side,

wherein the gas turbine combustion chamber has an axial
direction and each main burner has a plurality of main
nozzles and an outer cylinder arranged with a gap around
the outer circumference of the respective main nozzle,

wherein the plurality of extension tubes are embodied in
such a way that they extend the openings of the outer
cylinder, that is to say the plurality of extension tubes
have a radial taper and open out in the circumferential
direction, so that each extension tube merges with the
adjacent extension tube, so as to produce an annular
main nozzle opening which extends in an axial direction
up to the opening of the pilot cone, and

wherein a plurality of turbulence generators are arranged
on the inner side of the annular main nozzle opening.

5. The gas turbine combustion chamber, comprising:

a pilot fuel nozzle which is arranged in the central section
of a cylinder, which opens at one end towards a combus-
tion chamber, comprising,

a fuel nozzle and a cylindrical outer casing around the
outer circumference of the fuel nozzle and at a radial
distance therefrom, and

apilot swirl element is arranged between fuel nozzle and
outer casing,

apilot cone having an inner side and outer side, wherein the
pilot cone is arranged on the pilot fuel nozzle at the
combustion chamber end and having an opening at the
combustion chamber end, so that a pilot flame is formed
in the pilot cone by mixing air and pilot fuel in order to
ignite a fuel injected by the main burners,

wherein a plurality of main burners which is arranged
around the pilot fuel nozzle with respect to the radial
direction,

wherein the pilot cone includes a plurality of turbulence
generators at its inner side and/or outer side,

wherein the gas turbine combustion chamber has an axial
direction and each main burner has a plurality of main
nozzles and an outer cylinder arranged with a gap around
the outer circumference of the respective main nozzle,
and

wherein a plurality of extension tubes are embodied with
an outlet opening at the combustion chamber end in such
away that they extend the openings of the outer cylinder
in the axial direction up to the opening of the pilot cone,
and

wherein a plurality of turbulence generators are arranged
on an inner side of the extension tubes in the area of the
outlet opening.



